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be done to relieve him, but in vain; for they would
appear, and disappear within as soon as one under-
took the task of drawing them out. Meanwhile he
did not cease singing at intervals, and they continued
to give him something to eat, such as fruits or
squashes.

Seeing that the hour of the feast was drawing near,
we withdrew into the cabin where we had taken lodg-
ings,— for we did not think it best to remain in the
cabin of the prisoner,—mnot expecting to find an
opportunity to speak further with him until the next
day. But God, who intended to show him mercy,
brought him to us, and we were greatly astonished
and much rejoiced when we were told that he was
coming to lodge with [30] us. And still more so
afterwards, when (at a time when there was every
reason to fear that the confusion, and the insolence
of the young men gathered from all the surrounding
towns, would interfere with our plans) the Father Su-
perior happened to be there when there was a good
opportunity to speak to him, and had all the leisure
necessary to instruct him in our mysteries,—in a
word, to prepare him for Holy Baptism. A goodly
band of Savages who were present, not only did not
interrupt him, but even listened to him with close at-
tention. Upon this, he took occasion to talk to them
about the goodness of God, who loves all men the
world over,—the Iroquois as well as the Hurons, the
captives as well as the free, the poor and the miser-
able equally with the rich,—provided they believe
in him and keep his Holy Commandments. What a
great advantage it is to have mastered their language,
to be loved by these peoples, and to have influence
among them! You might have said that all this



